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Editor’s Notes:

I struggle to find the right balance between work and play, serious and fun, personal and public.
Mostly I find I don’t leave enough unstructured time, always distracted by Youtube and books
and other things to stop and quietly BE someplace. | will be travelling in Japan the next three
weeks with my family, hopefully seeing some very lovely trees (not so many in Egypt) and
attending autumn Shinto festivals in the countryside. | hope that all of you find the right
combination in your life too.

My apologies for the shortness of this issue.
The submissions for the Samhain issue is Oct 20.

Table of Contents

News of the Groves

Druid Poems

Druid Blogs and Links

Druid Videos

Druid Art

An interview with Jon D
Concerning God, Man & Free Will

N v

- -
e AN RN T A VT
Sl A - S D R .




Reformed Druids

Koad Grove: News from Michigan

Nine new Druids of the 1st Order in Connell, Washington at Druid Day

-Jon

News from RDG Mothergrove

and, here we are in living color! El, Ceridwen, and Michael

Our new and ‘;mobillé‘ friendly" recommendea Feading list:http://bibliography.reformed-druids.org

We've added two new Proto-Groves in the past two weeks: Pennsacola FL and Troy MI. The Reform
is growing by leaps and bounds!

News from MOCC

Just a heads up for some of the people who have an interest in the MOCC. You will note that just
recently the MOCC has announced what might be called an isolationist policy to extend at least
six months. In addition to this, for medical reasons, I'm stepping down as leadership, and the
MOCC is currently in discussion concerning succession. | appreciate the consideration you give
us during this time as we assure solid leadership and continuation of our Tribe in the near future.
It is unlikely that, during this period, we will be allowing more people to join in the discussion so


http://bibliography.reformed-druids.org/

as to minimize any confusion that might take place. Thank you for your concern and prayers for
us during this period.

Historic moment: Four. MOCC Archdruids in one location... and a camera present at the same time.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/144381945622403/

Lost and Found
Valarie is looking for Druids in Ogdensburg or Potsdam area of NY.

Zarah D asks if anyone in New England? We just moved to Mass in Shelbourne Falls from San
Diego Ca.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/144381945622403/

Shade's Kiss

the Faerie Queen asked

for the birdsong of Rhiannon
for the sweetness of Moi Mell

In the rusting of the Leaves

In the bending of the Boughs

In the mix of Shadow's Light for the song of Mananann
Or twinkle of Stars Bright how much fun
I am hahnted with Delight to ask for beauty
Thouah | stB beyond the worlds
ough soon | may just Be out of time
A beeze upon your check but then
If you wish to Kiss Me Love
Its in your Heart where you should Seek. -Hennie

For all those that seek their loved ones in
SummerLadns.

Yes there is live after Life.

TDK / The Druid King

Copyright George King 08-09-15
be in No-Time

be in No-Place
be just No-Being

to forgive, is divine
to err is just human
to riddle regards fae

what world is without love?
this is no-wizards dream
-Hennie



Episode 2 Authenticity of Modern Druids — who is a real druid and how do you
handle that question when pointed at you. hitps://youtu.be/sWoFh2XWUgY

Interview about the British Museum iron age
collection and lan Chandler about Pagan Aid on Druid N
Podcast (OBOD) A
https://soundcloud.com/damhthebard/druidcast-a-druid- / I\ o DruidCast -
podcast-episode-101

John Becket blogs about change, escaping fundamentalism,life coaching, missionaries, re-
enchanting the world, being a Druid in two groups, multiplicity, no disclaimers in Paganism
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/johnbeckett/author/johnbeckett

Nimue blogs on princess/monster story, sweaty druids, wildness, warning signs, female body
image, loneliness and revelation, https://druidlife.wordpress.com

Ellen Hopman blogs about who upcoming secret medicies from your garden book, beekeeping
video, and numerous archaeological links http://elleneverthopman.com/?cat=4

http://aren.org/newsletter/ http://aren.org/newsletter/2015-litha/index.html on getting older with
Phaedra Bonewits, and numerous other articles

Druid Magazine has their Summer 2015 issue at http://druidmagazine.com/ on sacred space,
Druidry at work, internet wisdom, staffs, poetry, book reviews,

No blogging updates from: https://helgaleena.wordpress.com/

Stacey recommends to grove leaders an article about antagonistic grove members from
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/betweentheshadows/2015/09/seekers-and-guides-antagonists-in-

paganism/

Stacey shares a blog on how people see the hurdles to starting as a Wiccan or a Druid
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/throughthegrapevine/2015/08/conversations-the-decline-of-
wicca-the-rise-of-the-druid/

Bruce recommends studying at the Elder Grove Seminary http://eldergrove.org/?page_id=233

Ellis shares aspects of how paganism and atheism break boundaries of definition of mainstream
culture http://www.patheos.com/blogs/allergicpagan/2015/09/10/why-pagan-an-atheists-
response-to-a-theist/
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Earl recommends this video on the Celts —Spirituality and Christianity
https://youtu.be/-XRyU5h9uzQ

John Michael Martens ...and our first round playing "Awareness.” Turns out it
was the Chaplain in the Chapel with the Ritual Fire!

BROTHER. YOURE JUST GONG TO LET
THAT WOMRN USE AIOLMR? WAT WiLL
You WIELD?

B> NyOLMIR AND | HAVE AN
i ONDERSTANDING. 1 CAN USE
DTHER PAGICAL PALLETS.
s A

TIrony(n.)—
drawing trees
on paper.
POLYHAMEROVS '

RELATIONSHIP
-ellis

Jol


https://youtu.be/-XRyU5h9uzQ

That
which
you love

Passion Mission

That
which
you are L
good at
Profession A Vocation
That which
you can be
e paid for
-Thomas

From Sebastien

That
which
the world
needs

Sigils can show up in the dandiest places..._onion ring anyone?

-Julie

1DONT
KNOW!

iy
Ellis’ picture reminded me that the more |
study Druidism, the less | am certain about
what I really know, and how much is just
peeling off my ignorance that thinks it
knows so much.




In the other gard'e-ns PRS- k,
And all up the vale, ~ i
From the antamp l)onﬂﬂjs'
See the smoke trail!
Pleasant sutimer over
And all the sammer
flowers,

The red fire blazes,

The grey smoke towers.

Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all!
Flowers in the summer,
Fires in the fall!

Robert Louis Stevenson

Thereis pleasure in

there is-sgeiety where ione.intrudes,
sthe deep sea, and-music.in ts roar;

-Ceridwen

n the'pathless Woods;
there is raptugenin the-tongly=shore,

Rhiannon

6th August

On this day 1946 Princess Elizabeth (later Queen
Elizabeth 1) was initiated into the Circle of Bards at

the National Eisteddfod at Mountain Ash by Archdruid
Crwys Williams.
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My Altar from my last New Moon Esbat Ritual. -Danny

Crane et I'os d'une corneille que j'ai trouver au chalet avec mon neveux
Maxime. J'ai également I'os de la chance (le furcula) intact.

Crow skull and bone that | found with my nephew Maxime last weekend at
the camp. | also have the intact wishbone... (@]

-Sebastien




Pagan Interviews:
Drum, Vice Arch-Druid
ADF

By Sean Harbough, ODAL
August 20, 2015 by
Photos by Bonnie Cyr and AJ Gooch

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/throughthegrapevine/2015/08/pagan-interviews-drum-vice-arch-
druid-adf/

Through the Grapevine exists to provide opportunities for Pagan dialogue. One of my goals for
this little blog is to see it host interviews with various Pagan-folk, both known and unknown. I’'m
delighted to welcome Sean Harbaugh to Patheos Pagan as a contributor at Through the
Grapevine, and even more excited to see an interview with Drum, one of my favorite ADF
Druids. Have something to add to TtG? Email me at jason at patheos with the dot com and all
that.

My name is Sean Harbaugh, and | am a druid with Ar nDraiocht Féin: A Druid Fellowship
(ADF). I was ordained an ADF priest in 2007, and | am currently serving on the ADF Mother
Grove. I also serve the Pacific Northwest as ADF’s NW Regional Druid. I am also a member of
several other druid organizations including the RDNA (Reformed Druids of North America) and
the MOCC (Missionary Order of the Celtic Cross). | am also a Celtic Reconstructionist and a
polytheist.

Enough about me! This is my first of a series of interviews that I will be posting on Patheos. | am
going to reach across traditions to interview some interview a wide range of powerful voices in
the Neopagan community—some of whom you might not be familiar with. | am starting with
Rev. Jean Pagano (Drum), ADF’s Vice Arch-Druid, to get my feet wet. Enjoy!

Sean: Drum, so tell me about yourself.

Drum: My name is Jean Pagano and many folks know me as Drum. | am a Druid, a seeker, and |
am always looking to learn new things. Knowledge is a thirst rarely quenched.

I am a neo-pagan. I first started dabbling with divination in the early 70’s with the I Ching and
did my first magical working in 1972, with the help of a Hellenic deity. I find that a multiplicity
of Gods, separate and distinct, resonates with me and I consider myself a hard-polytheist. |
follow an Irish Hearth culture, but am also drawn to a number of different hearth cultures as
well.

I believe in the Earth Mother and all she embodies: reverence for Nature, protection for the
environment, and the tacit understanding that without the Earth and the Earth Mother, there
really is no basis for neo-paganism.


http://www.patheos.com/blogs/throughthegrapevine/2015/08/pagan-interviews-drum-vice-arch-druid-adf/
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Sean: How did you get your magical name?

Drum: When | was first initiated into a tradition, | was asked to come up with a magical name. |
went to sleep and dreamt about a friend of mine, Phil, playing the drum Kit. I figured that was the

name | was supposed to have and that was that. | do not play the drums ©

Sean: You are a man who is a member of many organizations. Tell me about those and your role
in them.

Drum: I am involved in a lot of organisations: RDNA, ADF,
OBOD, AODA, Henge of Keltria, Order of White Oak, and a
number of others. In some instances, | have an active interest in
the group; for others, | want to provide emotional, financial,
and spiritual support for some them. Druid is a very broad term
and | think there is something to be learned from them all.

EDITOR’S NOTE: There are lots of Druid Organizations, most
of them come with fancy abbreviations, here’s a guide.
RDNA-Reformed Druids of North America

OBOD-Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids

AODA-AnNcient Order of Druids in America

Henge of Keltria

Order of White Oak

Sean: Which one do you devote the most time to?

Drum: Without question, most of my energies are focused on ADF. | am a Senior Priest with
ADF and also the Vice Arch Druid. ADF now has members on six continents and we are
growing. My weekly time allotted to and consumed by ADF is equivalent to a full-time job.

Sean: What are your goals in those groups?

Drum: Some of these groups | have gone through training with some of the groups, like AODA
and OBOD. | have learned something from all of them. John Michael Greer’s Sphere of
Protection is powerful and the structure of the OBOD training program is rather unique and very
well presented. They have an informative and easy to navigate website chock full of interesting
morsels of Druidry. I read Ross Nichol’s “Book of Druidry” some years ago and was really
drawn to his vision of Druidry.

For some of the others, | want to help them survive. For some, | am on their Board of Directors;

for others, | pay for membership because it helps them to survive and reach out to other seekers
as well. Druidry is like a lotus, ever-unfolding.

Sean: What is your greatest passion when it comes to doing your druid work?



Drum: My greatest passion is to talk to others about Druidry and to relate my experiences so that
if people have had “aha!” moments, the will know that they are not alone. When I first went
looking, there was little help: no internet and few sources to follow. | love to read, | love to
travel, and | love to do the work of Druidry. In addition, working in and with nature has its own
rewards and building relationships is very important.

I spend a lot of time every year on the road speaking to people about Druidry and | love the
ability to share information with people and to learn from them as well. | have met some of the
most remarkable people on the road and the ability to share information with them and to do
ritual with them is not only refreshing, it is stimulating as well.

RDNA has the notion of the Journeyman Priest
that goes to where they are needed to do the
work that must be done. | thank the Gods that |
have been able to do this. ADF has its traveling
clergy program which does similar outreach.
This really helps in reaching out to people for
learning, sharing, and fellowship.

Sean: About the RDNA, I know you are devoted
to keeping that tradition alive. Tell me about
that.

Drum: | first wrote to Isaac (Bonewits ) back in
1983 and said “please tell me about NRDNA”. That started everything, including my work. The
beauty of RDNA is in its simplicity. Druidry, as we know it, came to North America in 1963
with the formation of RDNA. I was fortunate enough to meet some of the “Founders”, if I may,
of the RDNA at the 50th Anniversary celebration at Carleton and I was pleased at how their
liturgy and mine were so very similar and how very well they documented everything that they
did. I was touched to learn from Deborah Frangquist that the inclusion of the Earth Mother was
due to the belief of the sacredness of the planet and early environmental feelings.

The seed that was planted by RDNA blossomed into many of the groups that I now support, in
one way or another. ADF is a direct descendant of RDNA and | just want to keep the elder
branch of the family vital for years to come. Many of the features of ADF rites are found in
RDNA: Earth Mother, offerings, sacrifices, an omen, and the Waters of Life. The other powerful
thing about RDNA is that anyone from any religion can become a Druid and do the work in the
RDNA way by acknowledging that Nature is good and that Nature is very good.

The deities and the Orders that are a part of RDNA hearken to beautiful and archetypal deities
and concepts that transcend normal religious practices. | believe that RDNA might even be a
good candidate for a galactic religion. Each planet will have its own Earth Mother and each
planet will have its own solar presence. The beauty of its simplicity may also be strength in its
transportability and adaptability.



Sean: Tell me about your druid/magical practice.

Drum: My Druidic / magical practices are really three-fold. To begin with, | follow a devotional
practice, in which the Gods are honoured, thanked, and offerings are made. These offerings may
be sweet-smelling incense, as Skip Ellison calls it, or beautiful words, or spirits, or even just
plain water. | have a number of altars throughout my home — as well as shrines — and I use them
for devotional and magical purposes. | do devotional work each and every day. An altar is nice,
but not necessary. | do make liberal use of spirits (whiskey) in offerings. | feel that as the
whiskey evaporates, that it is consumed by the entities in question.

b 14 MEPRIIE | honour my Lares, my household spirits. They watch over
I my home, my hearth, and my family as | honour their
presence and give them a home since | have taken theirs for
a period of time. They are honoured first thing every
morning, after | wash my hands. In doing so, | follow a
long-time Indo-European tradition of purification followed
immediately by prayer.

| follow a ritual practice, which calls for performing rituals,
when the need arises or when the time is right. My liturgies
vary from RDNA for more impromptu rites to the formality
of the ADF Core Order when a more studied approach is
needed. While many of my rituals, over the course of
months, are solitary, | do heartily enjoy the ones that are
done with like-minded people. What a better way to honour
the Gods than to do it with others. The greater the voice; the
greater the song.

Honouring the Earth Mother is critically important. Without the Earth Mother, we wouldn’t be
here. Working with and for the Earth Mother means being mindful of our usage of resources and
especially is being gentle residents on that very Earth Mother. Recycling, reuse, and returning
items are vitally important. In our ritual practice, the Earth Mother comes first. In our everyday
lives, she should come first as well.

Finally, I work magic. | have always claimed that magic is nudging the universe. If we nudge
just right, then perhaps, just maybe, something will arise from our efforts. I do my evening
devotionals at midnight and | think that this is an especially auspicious time for such workings.
Magic may be done at an altar with a fire, or out of doors, under the stars. | carry magical tools
with me at all times and | love finding impromptu tools on the spot where | intend to do the
work.

Sean: You are one of the original members of ADF, how have you seen the organization grow
since the early days of Isaac Bonewits?

Drum: Wow, that is a good question. In the early days, those of us at a distance from the East
Coast would wait for long periods of time for information. Much of what happened with ADF



happened through correspondence of some form or other. I think, more than anything, ADF
started as a well-intentioned extended tribe, one that fancied scholarship and one that followed
Isaac’s vision.

Our forays into media have always been important ones, from News from the Mother Grove,
through Druid’s Progress through Oak Leaves. While some may not be enamoured with print
media, these publications have offered news, presented works by the best and brightest in our
organisation, and provided an outlet for not creativity but for outreach.

Training and the Training Programs have been a huge change and a step in the right direction as
far as | am concerned. Super Druid, the early attempt at Clergy Training, was too difficult and
most people did not want to invest the time to get the results. The naming of priests by the
Mother Grove was a transitional moment for ADF, one that provided rewards and challenges for
the organisation at the same time. A formalized training program for the Clergy, as well as other
training programs, really pushed home the need for scholarship and excellence, both which were
important to Isaac.

The growth in the number of groves has also been a huge change. Many protogroves and groves
have come and gone along the way, but many have stayed and flourished. A number of
Protogroves and Groves practice different hearth cultures and as such have provided a way of
learning and seeing other hearth cultures in action.

Our training programs have grown a lot, for those who are
interested in training, and our Clergy are some of the best
trained clerics in Neopaganism. The programs are
rigourous, practical, and meant to provide both an education
and the ability to grow.

We are blessed that more and more information is becoming
available to further our research and understanding of those
hearth cultures and individuals that preceded us. While we
are not strictly reconstructionist, we look to the lessons and
learning of the past to create something new moving
forward.

Sean: How do you see ADF evolving in the coming years?

Drum: ADF is now, more than ever, becoming an
international organisation. We have members on six continents and groves and protogroves on
four continents (one more is in the approval process for an additional continent). ADF is not just
an American phenomenon, but a global work-in-progress. We have members that are translating
our literature into different languages and this has really opened some doors for us. We have
found people in the Czech Republic, for example, that are doing ADF-style rituals but may or
may not be members. Our liturgy, | believe, appeals to a broad group of people. We offer a



sensible and studied view of liturgy and practice that work well for both the solitary practitioner
and for the member of a protogrove or grove.

Isaac Bonewits’ vision, formulated some time ago, is still vital. We are really working on tooling
that vision to the many tools we have now that we did not have back when it was first
formulated. Social media, Google Hangouts, and YouTube is allowing us to present ritual and
material to people all over the world. We have a prolific group of writers, artisans, bards,
liturgists, and people of many talents who are working to extend what-we-do-as-ADF into a
song, a story, a work of art, a piece of liturgy that loves the Land, honours the Gods, and serves
the Folk.

I believe that ADF’s emphasis on right-practice (orthopraxy), as opposed to right-belief
(orthodoxy) is something that will serve us well in the years to come. For people who are
interested in a well-researched approach that still provides for individual experience and
expression, | think that ADF will the need for people to touch the Gods, work with the Land and
the Earth Mother, and serve the needs of the people be they solitary or in a group.

Sean: As Vice Arch-Druid, how do you see your role in advancing the vision of ADF?

Drum: I think the most important thing I can do is to keep Isaac’s vision going. I do this by being
available, spending time talking with people, whether in person, on the telephone, via email,
Facebook, or at festival. | am working with Kirk Thomas, the current Arch Druid, to try to
coordinate our efforts to move ADF forward.

While we both spend time at ADF festivals, | have been spending more and more time at Pan
Pagan festivals that are NOT necessarily ADF festivals. Whenever we have presented ADF
rituals to non-ADF folks, we have received a lot of positive feedback for what we do and we do
pick up new members.

I was fortunate enough this year to headline a festival and the fellowship, workshops, and
sharing were really first-rate. We had a large turn-out for our main ritual and our presentation
went really, really well. As a Senior Priest, as a person who has completed many of the training
programs, and as someone who is very dedicated to ADF, | am in a good position to talk about
ADF, what we do, and where we are going. | am excited about ADF — | hope that excitement is
contagious.

Sean: As a member of the Board of Cherry Hill Seminary, how do you view them in relation to
the evolution of the pagan community as a whole? Do you see them being more and more
relevant?

Drum: Cherry Hill is critically important to the pagan community because it provides serious and
competent training and education. In addition, and perhaps most importantly, it provides
relevance to what we do. Cherry Hill is working very hard to become accredited, much like the
movement to which it serves.

Many members of the neo-pagan world want to learn: they thirst for knowledge, they love books,
and they strive for excellence. Cherry Hill Seminary is a modern Seminary that brings learning



into everyone’s home via the Internet. If our pagan predecessors would have had the Internet,
they would have done the same thing.

I have been honoured to be a part of the Board and also highly impressed by the caliber of
individuals on the board and their commitment to education. | believe that Cherry Hill Seminary
will become more and more relevant as the months and years go by and once accreditation is
achieved, it will be THE place to look for neo-pagan education.

I would encourage everyone to take a look at what Cherry Hill has to offer and try just one
course to see. | believe that people will not be disappointed.

Sean: Thank you for answering my questions. Do you have anything else you’d like to add?
Drum: Sean, thank you so much for the opportunity to talk about ADF and about my Druidry. |
really appreciate it.

Sean Harbaugh is a druid with Ar nDrajocht Féin: A Druid Fellowship (ADF). He was ordained
an ADF priest in 2007 and is currently serving on the ADF Mother Grove. He also serves the
Pacific Northwest as ADF’s NW Regional Druid. Sean is also a member of several other druid
organizations including the RDNA (Reformed Druids of North America) and the MOCC
(Missionary Order of the Celtic Cross). | am also a Celtic Reconstructionist and a polytheist.
Rev. Sean Harbaugh can be reached at seanthedruid@gmail.com

Concerning God, Man, and Free Will

Jack 2015-08-11

| want to talk about God, and | want to talk about
you, and I’'m going to do both at the same time.

It is said that God created humans in His own image. The facile
understanding of this, from the mind that imagines God as an old white
man with a long white beard in a long white robe, is that this image is
physical. But this cannot be so — material forms are of the material
world, and God is not of the material world. We must therefore look
deeper.

Some will say that God gifted humans with the ability to reason, and it is
this image in which man is the mirror of God. But this, too, is insufficient,


http://bohemianpaladin.me/author/jack/

as a casual examination of the behavior of dogs, cats, chimpanzees,
ravens, and a host of other animals will reveal their ability to reason.
While God may have given this gift to man, it was not given to Man
alone.

So it must be something else. What could it be?

In Robert Heinlein’s Stranger in a Strange Land, the protagonist utters
the phrase, “Thou art God.” In a sense, this is the thesis sentence of the
entire book — an exploration of the divine potential of Man. The book
goes on to define God as “He who groks;” He who drinks, He who
understands so thoroughly that the line between the understander and
the understood grows blurry and indistinct. To say to someone, “Thou art
God,” is to acknowledge the potential for Godliness in that person. But it
also means so much more.

If God is “He who groks,” then what is being grokked? This is less
important than it might first seem. To grok something is to understand it,
love it, so perfectly that you become a part of it, and it becomes a part of
you. But to understand something — anything — so thoroughly is to also
understand how it is connected to all things. Thus, in a sense, to grok
anything — anything at all — is to grok everything, for all things are
connected, Kevin Bacon-style. Thus, thou art God, who is He who groks.

This leads to the conclusion that God is all things, and all things are
God. Thou art God, and | am God, and together we are God, and all that
groks is God. The divinity within you is the divinity within me. We are
connected, irrevocably, indelibly, undoubtedly. This shows up in Sufi
teachings as well — to do harm to another is to do harm to yourself, for
we are all connected. Likewise, to do kindness to another is to do



kindness to yourself. A rising tide lifts all boats, and the lines that we
perceive as separating ourselves from each other and the world are
hazier and more ethereal than we might think.

So is this, then, the image in which God made man? No, it cannot be —
because God is all that groks, and all things that can think, can grok. An
amoeba acts in accordance with its place in the grand machinery of the
Cosmos, as does a grasshopper, as does a cat. Grokking is not
particular to humanity; indeed, most thinking things grok without
consideration. Grokking is harder for man than it is for beast, for man is
the only beast that gets in the way of itself.

And therein lies the key.

There is one further characteristic God has: the freedom to choose,
unmoved by any force in Creation. And it is here, finally, that we see the
image of God within man. Alone amongst all the creatures of the Earth,
man has the ability to choose. This is the divine within us all — our free
will. Our capacity for free choice sets us apart from the other animals,
and our willingness to embrace that freedom is what differentiates
tigantoj from pensuloj. To say “thou art God” to someone is, therefore,
an acknowledgement of that person’s power to choose.

This is the ultimate freedom: to make a true, unburdened choice,
impelled by nothing more than the Light within. And in the act of making
this choice, we attain our true, Godly forms. Without humans, the
Cosmos would wind along, ticking and tocking and clicking and popping.
Does God note the fall of an individual sparrow? Do you note the metal
shavings that come off the gears in your car’s transmission? These, all
of these, are machines, set in motion at the beginning of time by the



Creator, doing what they do, moving along their pre-set paths. Except
humanity.

“Thou art God” is a celebration of our freedom, and a reminder of the
terrible responsibility that freedom brings. It is an acknowledgement that
we are, in a very real sense, God, for the choices we make shape the
Cosmos. A cat does what it does because that is what it is here to do,
and the world turns and turns and turns on. But when a person makes a
choice, the course of Creation is changed. Creation, itself, is an
emergent property of the choices we make against the background of
the machinery of the Cosmos. We, and we alone, bear the responsibility
for everything that happens in this world, because we have that power.

This is not power that can be abdicated. It can be struggled against, but
nothing apart from death can separate you from the responsibility for
your choices. Not making a choice is identical to choosing not to choose,
if on a near-unconscious level, and that choice (or lack thereof) will
shape your future and the future of everyone you interact with. You can
act, or react, out of your passions, and the world will spin on; or you can
exercise your divine agency and shape the world to suit your vision of it.

Moreover, this must mean that God is not active in the world. He cannot
be, for to continue to shape the course of Creation would be to diminish
the gift of choice that He bestowed upon us. We must be free, perfectly
free, to choose and shape the Cosmos as we see fit, or our choice is
meaningless. God created Creation, and then handed us the reins, to
make of it what we would. God does not intervene. God does not punish.
We make the world. For good or for ill, it is our choices — or lack thereof
— that have brought about the world in which we live.



Humans are flawed. We are selfish. We are animals. But we are God,
with all of our God-given gifts. God gave us reason, and meant us to use
it to apprehend the Cosmos. God gave us the ability to grok,
consciously, that we might perceive the connection between ourselves,
each other, and the world, and act accordingly with kindness. But most
importantly, God gave us the ability to choose, and therein gave us the
power to Create. Whether we use that power to bring out Heaven or Hell
on Earth is the fundamental choice, upon which all other choices are
predicated.

| know my choice. Make yours.

Thou art God.
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